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NEWS THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 


Tax Prince of Wales has been received in India with general and unbounded 
enthusiasm. Since his arrival in Bombay there has been one uninterrupted succession 


of receptions and levees, festivities, and pageants. The native Princes—the Maha- 
rajahs and the Nawabs of the great Peninsula—vie with each other in the marks 


and tokens of profound respect which they pay to the immediate representativeof — 


British sovereignty and of British power in the East. The occasion, unique and 
unprecedented as it is, affords opportunity for, and is taken to justify, a more than 
ordinary display of Oriental splendour and magnificence. All the poetic ideas 
imbibed in our childhood of the gorgeousness and luxury of Eastern life, and the 
grandeur of its public ceremonfals, are fully realized in the narratives which reach 
us, day by day, of the processions, progresses, and banquets in which the English 
Prince is the chief personage, and which have been originated more or less expressly 
in his honour. And it deserves especial notice, that whilst the potentates of India, 
tributary or otherwise, are thus competing for the privilege of being first and fore- 
most in their homage to the son of England's Queen, all classes of the native popu- 
lation appear equally disposed to give a hearty welcome to him whom they regard as 
destined, at some future day, to presid cover the fortunes of that mighty empire 
to which they themselves belong, and in the well-being of which their ilJustrious 
visitor shows, and is showing, so lively and so keen an interest. All this augurs 
well, and is the best jristification of the policy by which the visit, in idea, was first 
conceived, and is now becoming ap accomplished fact. We may now confidently 
expect that its great results will be the awakening of a deeper interest in this _ 
country in all that concerns the well-being, material and spiritual, of the millions 
of Hindustan, the increasing prosperity of India, and the binding together of these 
two great empires of the East and the West, united already under the beneficent 
rule of one Sovereign, in the closer bonds of international amity and good-will. 


France has once more been passing through a crisis. The principle of the law 
which will regulate the coming elections for a new Assembly, has at length been 
finally decided. Tho struggle on this question has been sharp, and the Cabinet have 
obtained a majority of thirty-one—as large a majority as has been secured for the 
Government in any critical division since the downfall of M. Thiers. What is called 
scrutin d’ arrondissement has been adopted, to the rejection of scrutin de liste. By 
the former system each of the arrondissements into which a department is divided 
votes for its own member or members, and for these alone. By the latter the electors 
of the whole department vote for all its representatives. Under the last mode of 
voting, local influence is well-nigh ‘nullified, and official pressure reduced to a mini-| 
mum—so that representatives are likely to be chosen for their principles, and not 
| from personal considerations. Under the first mode, on the contrary, local and per- 
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sonal considerations become paramount, and principles are likely to be shelved. All 
parties were therefore agreed that for the objects sought by the Conservatives— 
arrondissement was to be preferred; whilst for the ends desired by the Liberals 
scrutin de liste was almost indispensable. The first party thus regard themselves as 


having achieved a triumph, and applied a break to the wheels of the chariot of pro- 


gress, which will arrest the democratic tendencies of the day, or at least prevent their 
embodiment in the legislation of the new Assembly. It is, however, believed by 
many that the patience and self-restraint shown by the Republican party in the late 
debate may exert upon the elections an influence more powerful even than the scrutin 
d arrondissement, and hich may therefore counteract the expected issues of that 
mode of voting. Certain it is that.elt’iovpe ip France, both under the Republic and 
the Empire, have more than once run counter to the anticipations of all parties, and 
M. Dufaure was doubtless right when he affirmed that the results of those now 


approaching no political sagacity could possibly foretell. Whether the “Conservative 


_ Republic” shall be consolidated, or some other form of government substituted in its 
"place, all true friends of France will desire that such a régime may be established as 


shall both secure public order and tranquillity, and place the liberties of the people, 
civil and religious, on a sure and permanent foundation. 


The reply of the Vatican to the note of the Spanish Government is in thorough 
keeping with the policy which is now dominant in the councils of the Pontifl A 


tone of insolent arrogance pervades the document, which clearly and unmistakably 


enough enunciates the principles and the spirit which animate the Court of Rome 


and inspire all its communications with the Powers of the Continent. All that the 


Government of Spain had proposed to do—all for which they sought the forbearance 
of the Vatican—was the barest toleration for “ non-Catholics” in the nation subject 
to their sway. They had merely intimated that absolute “religious unity,” or, in 
plainer terms, intolerance, was for them impossible, from regard alike for “ accom- 


plished facts” and treaty obligations. The reply to this, in substance, is that alle- . 


giance to the Vatican requires Spain not to depart one hair’s-breadth from the prin- 
ciples laid down in the Concordat of 1851. These principles, the Pope intimates, 


‘must not be altered; and he then expatiates on the blessings of that “religious 


unity” which certain statesmen would mistakenly abolish. He expresses his desire 
to assist rathér than to embarrass the Government of King Alfonso, but only on con- 
dition that the sacred tie which binds Spain in subjection to himself shall on no 
account be loosed. It is then contemptuously stated, and this is the only semblance 
of concession in the note, that if “supreme necessity and distress” render it needfal 
for Spain to seek some alteration in the terms of the Concordat, the Vatican, after 
fall explanations given and exchanged, will not object to enter into negotiations 
with that view, and to state how far it can accept the draft of the new constitution 
to be laid before the Cortes. Ecclesiastical arrogance can certainly no further go. 
It is apprehended in some quarters that this high-handed tone is the prelude to an 
open rupture, and to the transfer of Papal patronage to the pretensions of Don 
Carlos. The straits, however, to which the Carlist cause is now reduced seem 
to render this unlikely. Defections from the ranks of the Pretender take place 
every day, those Carlists who are still in arms have sustained serious reverses in 
the field, and energetic military measures, with the view of stamping out the insur- 
rection, are about to be taken by the Government. It is more probable that the 
supercilious tone and apparently unyielding attitude of the Vatican authorities have 


been assumed with the view of making with the Spanish Government the best 
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bargain in their power ; but that, finding they cannot secure all that they would fain 
grasp, they will put up with the most they can obtain. This view receives corro- 
boration from the fact that further negotiations on the subject are not absolutely 
negatived. Of all the nations of Europe, Spain is doubtless that over which the 
Pontiff might naturally infer that his spiritual hold was the strongest and the deepest, 
and that hold he would, of coarse, be the more unwilling to surrender. 


The Old Catholic movement is active in Germany, and Bishop Reinkens has 
just completed an episcopal tour, in the progress of which he has not only been 
discharging the ordinary duties of his office, but consolidating and strengthening the 
organization of the Old Catholics in various localities. The agitation within the 
body for the abolition of clerical celibacy has this year been renewed, and is 
decidedly progressing. At the first Synod of Bonn, the discussion of this question 
was postponed by unanimous consent, the assembly passing, without debate of any 
kind, to the order of the day. This year the subject was revived by the congre- 
gation of Siickington, in Baden, and was not disposed of until after a long and 
vigorous debate, at the close of which it was resolved that, “so long as present 
conditions remain unchanged,” married priests shall not be permitted to exercise 
the functions of the ministry. Although the orp-nents of the compulsory celibacy of 
the clergy have thus failed a second time to secure its immediate abrogation, their 
cause has visibly gained ground, and the action taken personally by some of the clergy 
themselves may probably cause the “ conditions” speedily to change. One thing is 
certain, that the leaders of the Old Catholics, having hitherto opposed the abolition 
of clerical celibacy on the ground of expediency alone, are not committed to any 
opposition to its principle, and will therefore be likely to withdraw their resistance 
to this important change when the time seems to them ripe for its accomplishment. 


The fears expressed in some quarters that this agitation is full of peril to the body, | 


and may perhaps lead to its disruption, seem therefore hardly warranted by the 
history of the Old Catholic movement, which has been eminently gradual, and has 
consisted mainly in successive abandonments of some of the worst corruptions 
wherewith Rome has overlaid and perverted the religion of the Saviour We 
trust, then, that in this matter the apprehension of “rocks ahead” oy A paca 


to be without foundation. a 


Whilst insurrection is still rife in Hersegovina, and the disturbed and unsettled 


state of Turkey, both politically and financially, affords ground for apprehension, it is 
satisfactory to find that the other European Powers concur among themselves gene- 
rally in the counsels to be offered to the Porte. The necessity of administrative 
reforms of the most thorough and searching kind, the abolition of excessive and 
inordinate taxation, greater equality between the Mussulman and the Christian 
subjects of the Sultan, and the cessation of whatever savours of religious persecu- 


tion in every form,—these are the objects, andthis is the policy, which Great Britain — 


has for many years urged upon the Turkish Government; and the importance of 
these objects, or of some of them, has recently been pressed home upon the attention 
of the Sultan himself by the Russian Ambassador, at the immediate instance of the 
Czar. There is no doubt that the Porte is at length thoroughly alarmed at the 
aspect which affairs have now taken, and is becoming convinced of the necessity for 
a change of policy. Meanwhile, anxiety is felt as to the course which, in certain 
oventuntition, the other great will: - 


The supremacy of British law, as opposed. to that of “ Vatican decrees,” ” has at 


Sength: begn vindicated at Montreal, and. the: of have been carried 
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ficient not only to overawe, but to overcome al] possible resistance. All the police 
of the city, and a large body of soldiers, were in requisition to escort to its last 
resting-place the mortal tenement of one who, in life, had dared, however slightly, 
to resist the ecclesiastical tyranny of Rome, and who, although a Romanist him- 
self, died under the supposed curse of excommunication by the pretended successor 
of St. Peter! Could any fact testify more strongly to the intense superstition and 


tions of the clergy of the Church of Rome. 


The Charge to his clergy which the Bishop of London has recently delivered 


those of the clergy whose avowed aim it is to set aside the principles of the Reform 
ation, and to perform, within the Church of England, the work and worship of the 


Church of Rome. The Bishop allows that there have always been two very different 
“schools of thought” within the English communion, and he clearly regards the 
existence of these as something not to be objected to; avowing his belief that they 
are united in “fundamentals,” and differ mainly in respect of the sacraments, and 
the limits of the authority and functions of the ministry. These differences he 
regards as not incompatible with sound faith, and mutual charity and toleration. In 
this direction he, perhaps, goes further than the judgment of many Evangelicals will 
approve. But on the distinctive teachings of the Ritualists in respect of matters of 
such moment as the real presence and the practice of auricular confession, the 


‘Bishop's tone is decided and unmistakable. The first he shows to be clearly and. 


distinctly a doctrine of the Romish Church alone; the second he proves to be a 
practice not warranted either by Scripture, apostolic precedent, or the example of 
the early Church, and on which its own history pronounces an emphatic con- 
demnation. It is obvious, from the whole tenour and spirit of his lordship’s address, 
that, although a High Churchman, he is free from all sympathy with the Romanizing 
party in the Church, and that if his diocese shall in future be administered on the 
principles enunciated in his Charge, the extreme Ritualistic party will, so far as 


possible, be held effectually in check. 


Two eminent ministers, who have been long before the religious public, though 
the one was not known beyond the limits of his own denomination so well as the 
other, have entered into rest. We refer to the Rev, Dr. William Brock, till within 
the last few years pastor of Bloomsbury Chapel, and the Rev. Dr. David Thomas, of 
Bristol. Dr. Brock was 68 ; Dr. Thomas, 63: but both for the life-work they had 
accomplished so wisely and so well might have been deemed older’ men. Differing 
widely in their gifts, they were both effective and popular preachers, and the theme 
of their ministry was the same. David Thomas seemed to possess a subtle spiritual 
power, which it has been said defied any attempt at analysis. There was no such. 
inscrutable element in the preaching of William Brock, whose power was of an- 
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to the grave without any further indignities being offered to his surviving family and 
| friends, or any renewed violation of the peace and order of the city. This result, 
Lie however, has been achieved only by the presence of an imposing military force, suf- 
) unreasoning bigotry which dominate the minds of the Roman Catholic population of 
Montreal! It is a truth of which daily experience supplies fresh and painful illus- 
trations, that the spirit of intolerance and persecution—not only “unto death,” but 
. even beyond it—is nowhere so rife as amongst the peoples whose minds and con- 
) sciences have been enslaved by belief in the unscriptaral and preposterous assump- 
: is, in many points of view, an impressive and remarkable production. It comprises 
a clear and, on the whole, a very fair and impartial exposition of the state of parties 
| in the Church, and pronounces, with equal dignity and firmness, a censure upon 
| 
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other and « simpler kind. One point in his character which should not be 
This was seen in his 
as public utterances. For some years, during his Bloomsbury pastorate, 
George's, Bloomsbury. They were accustomed to meet in the street on the Sunday 
morning, each on his way to his Master's work. “The Lord be with you!” was the 
acoustomed greeting of the Rector, “And with thy spirit!” was the uniform 
response of the Baptist pastor. 


Messrs. Moody and Sankey are prosecuting their evangelistic labours in 
Brooklyn, New York, with encouraging prospects of success. While we rejoice in 
these new efforts for the spiritual good of our American kinsmen, it is far from being 
our wish to undervalue any other agency directed to the same great end. On good 
authority, however, we are assured that certain statements respecting the Fulton 
Street Prayer-meeting, quoted by us two months ago (p. 307) from two New York 
journals, are erroneous. We are glad to be informed that such is the fact, and 
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readily give publicity to the correction. 


FRANCE, 


[From our own Correspondent. | 
Paris, November 17, 1875. 
' THE FRENCH REFORMED CHURCH AND THE 
RATION ALISTS. 
A development is taking place in the 
istic party which excites consider-. 


the other, and -with the’ strange “liberty of 
ion” of its profession of faith as 
taken by Rationalists, the National Reformed 


‘| paper 
New 


Church seems destined still to embrace and 
hold fast friends and foes together ! ' 
PASTORAL CONFERENCES. 

The National Church Conferences took 
place this year at Alais (Gard) immediately 
after the intensely interesting consecration 
meetings, and the spiritual riches of the one 
flowed out over the other. were 
more sim and spoke fromthe heart. 

Pastor de 


Molines, of Montpellier, read a 
on “The Theory of the Church in the 
Testament,” and concluded that (1) the 
Church has a divine origin, inasmuch as it 
was chosen by Jesus Christ; (2) the Charch 
may remain faithful while it is clothed in very 
diversified forms; but (3) there is no Church 
where faith ix Jesus Christ is not the immov- 
able basis of the religious society. Pastor 
Durand, of Montauban, read a paper on the 
necessity, amid the divisions of the present 
time, of evangelizing the Protestants. He 
endeavoured to fix the ever ~- vanishing 
doctrines taught by Rationalism, deeming 
this to be necessary before they can be 
answered. An association of Evangelical 
pastors has commenced to evangelize the 
Loztre, where all the Established pastors are 
Rationalistic. The conference fixed Mont- 
auban for its next meeting, and for subjects 
chose “Sanctification through faith” and 
“Legal defence of religious liberty.” It. 
passed three resolutions, the principal of 
which was to petition the Permanent Com- 


able interest in the Reformed Church 
France. The firm and moderate bearing of 
the Government on the subject of obedience 
to the Synod, and the more careful study of 
the Protestant populations, whose real sym- 
pathies are with what they consider the 
Church of their fathers rather than with any 
party, are convincing them that separation 
would be fatal to their cause. The moderate 
among them are met by moderation, and 
there is a prospect of their accepting the 
Synod and settling down under its declaration 
_ __Of faith, after all, reserving their liberty of 
interpretation. And the Orthodox are be- 
ginning to rejoice in the prospect of no | 
schism. M. Sayous, M. Maurice Vernes, on 
the Liberal, and M. Goat, on the Orthodox side, 
are the champions of concord. The question 
of the expediency of such concord remains 
open. Were the two camps strongly en- ; 
trenched behind « categorical and positive 
confession of faith, there would be no doubt 
of the propriety of amicable separation ; 
but each party shades off imperceptibly into | 
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Italian Premier has delivered a remark- 
able address to his electors om financial and 
ecclesiastical affairs, and although be has for 
the first time shown that by next year Italy 
will be able to pay her own way, there are 
many who regard his calm and statesmanlike 
statement touching the attitude of Italy 
towards the Court of Rome as by far 
the more important declaration. He thinks 
that foreigners, hampered in their idess 
as to Church and State connection, cannot 
rightly judge the policy of Italy, which is 
based on the separation of the two co 
ordinate powers. He promises a law which 
shall guard the liberties of people and parish 
priests against the domination of the Pope, 
and every where drawe the distinction between 
the Roman Catholic religion and the Papal 
Court, which we abroad regar! as one and the 
same thing. He would leave the former free 
im a free State, bat the latter must be dealt 
with firmly by the state, and be affirms that 
it has been so dealt with, and so wisely dealt 
with that little or no disturbance bas en- 
sued, whereas ia Gc. many great commotion 
has been caused by somewhat similar legis 
lation. 

The Italians 


cir- 
cumstances, and that a gradual change is pre- 
ferable to a violent one. He did not say, 
what he well might, that the march of 
God’s providence has been on the side of the 
Italians, and enabled them to develop their 
liberties peacefully; and that, with all 


Church in civil affairs, but made reprisals on 
the ecclesiastical domain inconsistent with 


municated persons in high offices of trust, the 
punishment of treasonable language in the 
pulpit, Jay inspection of schools, the expul- 
sion of the Jesuits, and the suppression of 


religious corporations, 


CHRISTIAN WORK IN NAPLES, 
I had the pleasure lately of visiting Naples, 
where hitherto so excellent'a work. has been 


Charch in Naples, was able to remove a heavy 
deficit which oppressed the work last spring, 
and will take the active place which Mr. 
Buscariet used to occupy on the committes 
All the different branches of native mission 
work will shortly be represented in the capital 
of the South. The Rev. Mr. Jones in the 


E 


has incurred the accusation of preaching poli- 
tics ; bat om the best authority I was assured 
that he was an earnest of the Cross, 
What I myself heard on the difficult subject 
of the Trinity was full of beauty and thought 
and expression, as well as of spiritual unction, 


In Rome I found the brethren rather despond- 


church for Italian Evangelicals near the foun- 
tain of Trevi. The old discussion continues as 


the different labourers do not dwell in unity. 
This is deeply to be for there is 
field enough for double the workmen at present 
labouring in Rome. I think it was a great 
pity that such a rush took place on the city. 
Only those denominations which were work- 
ing in the wide field of Italy had a prescrip- 
tive right io occupy Rome as head-quarters, 
when the city became the State capital. Had 
the tried representatives of these denomina- 
tions alone gone to Rome—experienced evan- 
gelists of the Waldensian, Wesleyan, and Free 
Italian Churches—lI am sure that a far better 
state of things would now prevail in evan- 
gelical circles in the imperial city, 

,/ But while I firmly hold and freely express 


to the reality and worth of several missions,and — 


this conviction, even to the parties concerned, _ 
who planted themselves in Rome because of 
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unsectarian committee. The Rev. Mr. Gray, 
| | who has lately been settled in the Scotch 
| _ bustle and stir, and of hearing 
therein the eloquent monk Ragghianti, the 
Gavazzi of Italy. Like Gavazzi, be 
i and patriotic man, and so 
| 
‘and was delivered with all _ 
finished orator. I am told that Ragghianti’s 
| imfluence on the educated classes of Naples, 
7, ‘particularly the young men, is great and 
1 “wholesome, and that his week evening lec- 
: “tures and discussions are thronged. 
: Minghetti’s declaration, and feel that every PROTESTANTISM IN ROME. 
country must imitate and carry outs line of, 
| wis ing. Things are not moving forward so suc- 
: cessfully as they had hoped. Complaintsare — 
heard that they are overlapping each other's 
work and drawing away each other's people. 
At _ Mrs. Gould bad died, and her school-work finds 
‘no successor. The handsome American Epis- 
'ecopal Church of Dr. Nevin will be opened 
sympathy for Prince Bismarck’s position, | in epri and Dr. Vernon is building a 
} there is « feeling that he has not only re-| 
butted the dangerous encroachments of the | 
British and Italian notions of toleration and | : 
freedom. | 
Another member of Parliament, Signor De 
Zerbi, has pressed forward the argument of Sig- | 
nor Minghetti toa challenge, and shows in detail 
that all the successive steps taken by Germany ‘ 
have been already and effectively taken by 4 
Italy, such as the maintenance of excom- | 
he Oe done by the schools presided over by a large 


It is, on the whole, very doubtful whether a 
change in the Church Constitution of the 10th 


equal ; now there are to be three groups. 
For each clergyman’ one layman is to be 
elected; and in addition to these an equal 
number of delegates, without consideration as 
to their being clergy or laymen. These dele- 


gates are to be elected in the larger parishes. | 


One other great wish of the Protestanten- 
Verein has, however, not been realized. The 
King has the right to appoint thirty members 
of the General Synod. It was hoped by that 
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tions of Baptists in Rome from 
the Northern and Southern States 
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tute is a believing man, and his sermons 
attract many. It is gratifying that if, on the 
one hand, the present time has its sad features, 
on the other, we see such works as that of 
home missions steadily advancing. 


| 
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tried their apprentice band at evangelization America 
there before even they could speak the lan- | are working together as friends. The Eng- | 
guage, and have thus thrown back the good | lish and American Methodists—although the 
the liberty* of and sundry | forces indeed ought never to have 
call in their conscience to go and | been separate. There is much comment on 
and as they will in the name | « proposed alliance between the Baptists and 
and in the interests of Christian | the Plymouthists, the adherents of Count 
Guicciardini, whose work is maintained by 
and liberties of all Christian |.Mr. Miller, of Bristol; and many are of 
labourers most fully respected. We can 
earnestly implore a rich blessing on one and will yet join hands, when personal 
all of them, and look forward to days of union | feeling and prejudice have run their course. 
and cordial brotherly feeling. The three sec- 
GERMANY. 
[From our own Correspondent. ] party that men of the Protestanten-Verein 
——-, Prussia, Nov. 18. | would be appointed, and this would have 
THE GENERAL SYNOD been considered as an official recognition of 
for the old Prussian provinces is at length to | the Liberal party in the Church. The men 
meet on the 24th of this month. The chief | appointed bythe King are no Liberals, they are 
work it has to accomplish is to regulate | chiefly supporters of the Church Government 
finally the constitution of the Evangelical | —Evangelical men—some of them high public 
Church in Prussia. The rights and duties | functionaries. The latter is a sign that the 
of the General Synod are especially to be | membership of the Synod .is beld in high 
definitively regulated. The proposals of | estimation. Among those appointed are our 
the Church Government contain one great | great Field-Marshal, Count Méitke, HI Sec- 
concession to the Protestanten-Verein. The | retary of Statein the Foreign Office, 
number of the laymen in the Synods is to | Biilow, two chief presidents of provinces, 
be increased by giving a larger representation IN WIRTEMBERG 
to the more populous congregations. This | the Synod of the 
will give greater influence to the large cities, | cently met, and resolved to change 
where generally the number of church-goers | riage ritual, but very slightly. [ER 
is smallest in comparison to the population. | which the clergyman confirms the marriage in 
CONFERENCE AT WEIMAR. 
of September, 1873, ought to take place so| A conference on home missions was held at 
soon. Two years are hardly sufficient to en- | Weimar a few weeks ago. Weimar, formerly | 
able it to be seen how an institution works. | the great city of German poets and artists, is | 
What, however, speaks most against the change | very dead in religious matters. Rationalism . 
is, that it is only made in condescension to the | almost entirely rules there in the pulpits, and ! | 
wishes of the Liberal majority in the House of | the general consequence of unbelieving preach- . 
: Deputies. Hitherto for each clergyman one | ing bas been also felt there; the churches | 
layman was elected, so that the number was | are empiy. It is a great thing that some 
Christian friends should have been enabled to | 
hold a conference. there. In Eisenach, be- 
longing to the same Grand Duchy, the 
Deacenesses’ Institution has become the centre 
y a of religious life. The chaplain of that insti- 
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With the exception of the second Bonn Con- 
opinion, in this country at Jeast, by the proceed. | ference (referred to above), and the second Synod 
ings of the “‘ Catholic Union Conference” held | of Bonn, which preceded it, both held during the 

present year, this volume furnishes a complete 
and trustworthy account of the Old Catholic 


at Bonn in August last. That any attempt at 
union among Christians should begin by an in- | 
vestigation into the mode of the Divine subsist- movement from its commencement to the pre- 

ence, and that the select gathering of reverend | sent time. The date at which the work was 

and learned gentlemen who met on that occasion | issued did not allow of any mention of this recent 
under the presidency of the Old Catholic leader | Conference, and respecting the preceding Synod, 
should bave imagined that they had achieved a | for the same reason, all the information given is 
great work when they bad settled among them- | embodied ina note. The work opens with a his- 
selves the true reading of a clause in the Nicene | torical sketch of the rise and progress of the 
Creed, were to nearly all Englishmen who paid | Papal despotism, exhibiting in a concise form the 

any atteation to the subject, matters of abeo- | fraudulent and crafty means by which it was 

lute wonder ; probably in many minds, in this | graduglly bailt up until its obedient vassals 
country, all hope of any good being likely to | were believed to be fully prepared for the recep- 
result from the Old Catholic movement died out | tion of the dogma of the Pope’s infallibility. A 

when the discussions to which we refer, and the | chapter on the Vatican Council introduces us to 
conclusions in which they ended, were published. | the leaders of the Old Catholic movement, and 

In every such case the perusal of this volume | gives us some details as to their antecedents and 
might serve beth to induce # reconsideration of | character, the tactics of their opponents, the 

the essential value of that movement and to justify | stand gallantly made by them for what liberty 

more hopefal auguries of its ultimate success, | yet remained within the Romish communion, — 
bes their utter defeat by the declaration of the \ 
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; The Land of the Pharaoha. and Sinai. | ante to the backbone ; Dr. Dullinger is s Roman 
y Catholic in all essential points, save infallibility 
Samont Mawwine, 11.p, London : Religions | of the Pope ; and no verbal ingeauity can bridge 
grepiiic power the scenes which met his observ: | an aged man (be is now nearing his 77th birth- 
; ant eye after landing st Alexandria, and joerney- | day,) when be withdrew from the Charch which 
ing thence up the Nile, through the Delta and | be had so long defended by his learning and 
Cairo, to Assouan and Ipsamboal. To the Sees | shility, and took ap his present position. For 
devotes a chapter full of interest, and another | montanism ; and a writer in the Contemporary 
te the peninsula of Sinai. The thread of 8 | Review has ventured to declare him to be 
j personal narrative runs through the work, and | “mainly responsible for the mental slavery, the 
imparts to it a certain unity, but it is something | narrow Views, and servile and superstitions 
more than s mere book of travels. [Illustrative | submission to the Pope observabie in the Catholic 
| facts from ancient and modern history, sacred clergy of Bavaria.” Surely if sach » man has 
9 and secular, with some of the best remarks of | been educated by the force of events to brave 
ether writers on Egypt and Sinai, combine to | the Papal anathema, and to hold out his hand 
give additional valve to the text’ The picty | to those who for a long lifetime he had regarded 
preparation of the work, though neither are | he has led out of Romish bondage may be 
: obtraded, are yet apparent throughout. The | trusted to farther than he, and growi 
more 
Turret can be no doubt that the Old Catholic | gradual also. 


religious liberty, and the priceless worth of both 
* In summing up,” says the author, “ the claims 
of the Old Catholic movement to the considera- 


4 


4 


our Lord in Relation to Modern 
F.L. Trans- 
Wueatiar. Edinbargh : T. 


Dn. Srermgver was for many years one of the 
most earnest preachers of the University of Ber- 
lin, as well as one of its theological professors. 


the historical investigator has not merely to 
arrange what has happened, bot also to state how 
one event must have proceeded from the other, 
eo he cam by no means allow an cocurrence to 
pass which breaks through the chain of what 


recognition of “ Jesus as a Worker of Miracles,” 
and in a detailed application of those principles 


natural element. ‘“‘ No one can ezplain a miracle,” 
he justly says, “‘ bat one can and mast conceive 


God.” He who denies the possibility of a miracle 
involves himself, logically, in atheism or panthe- 


so as to render each miracle as difficult of recep- 
tion as possible, Our author proves that these 
improbabilities do not really exist, bat are 
adroitly invented and introduced by the scepti- 
cal writer. More than this, he shows that the 
miraculous accounts in the Gospel bistory have 


in themselves the highest internal probability— 
}& probability which appears the brighter the 
more the biblical narrative is considered. The 
author and his method are both new to the Eng- 
lish public. We hope they will gain the atten- 
tion which these pages show that they so well 
deserve. | 
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dogma, and their determinstion to leave Rome. | contends that “the mere h’storian, from his ) 
The following chapters are devoted respectively the 
to the events in connectiva with the move in the evangelical narrative. For as 
ment of the year 1871, the most important being 
the Congress of Munich, at which the first steps 
were taken for the organization of the Old 
Catholics ; the year 1872, and the Congress of 
Cologne ; 1873, and the Congress of Constance ; | 
and 1874, with the first Synod aod first Con- | ie natural, HE permits that which is annataral | 
ference of Bonn and the Congress of Freiburg. A | to enter.in. Bat he adds that the historian, | 
concluding chapter brings down the history of | especially in so far as be is « scientific man, 
the movement to the carlier months of the pre- | must have his philosophy, and thus he would 
sent year, furnishes statistics of ite membership | aleo be supported by it in refusing to believe in | 
in different parts of Germany, and affords a view miracles on philosophic grounds; or, in other 
words, that the philosophical historian may 
The author quotes from Canon a glow: | attack the trath of the miracles in the Gospel 
ing picture of the movement, in its probseble in- | narrative, for the very reason that be is not in a 
fluence upon the religious futare of the world, | position to admit the conception of a miracle.” 
in which fancy rather than fact evidently pre- | Dr. Steinmeyer meets the fallacies thus put forth 
dominates ; but whatever may be the judgment | both on the general principles involved in the 
passed upon it from a strictly spiritual stand- 
lenges special attention and sympathy from those | to our Lord's miracles as recorded in the Gospels. 
who have learned, by contaries of warfare, the | Having thas first treated them as a whole, he 
intimate connection between civil freedom and next classifies them according to their general 
examines each by itself, according to its spe- 
cial circumstances and import. Thos, someare — 
foremost place to the substantial promise which, the kingdom of heaven; second group is con- 
if successful, it holds out of bringing sbout the | sidered as being symbolical of the treasures of 
gradual elimination of a constant source of poli- the kingdom of heaven opened up to us; a third 
tical disquiet, by its recognition of loyalty to the | as witnessing to the power of the kingdom of 
State as a primary duty on the part of every | heaven; and « fourth as prophecies. Dr. Stein- 
meyer neither attempts to explain our Lord's 
as involving no allegiance to the | miracies por to exclude from them the super- 
ile in the more 
of organization | it, “* The miracle is conceived as soon as it 
Church and | has been acknowledged as an immediate work of 
episcopal order 
—it is impossible not to re-| isn, The possibility once admitted, however, 
of great and practical interest, | the question (apart from positive evidence, which 
ia denied by the sceptic,) becomes one of proba- 
MM Miracles bility. The method pursued by Strauss and his 
The claims of his chair have, however, led him | 
to resign his chaplaincy, and there are no indica- 
tions in this volume of the fervour which charac- 
terizes him in the pulpit. The work is one of | 
rigid criticism, at once apologetical and exege- | 
tical. The method adopted by Strauss, in his 
“Life of Jesus,” to discredit the truth of the 
Gospel narratives, is, afthe author points out, 
' mainly borrowed from David Hume. Strauss 
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This latter he selected the words, “ Ye are the salt Hon. William Brook having taken 
Wi of the earth, ye are the of the world,” | the chair, 

4 and said that these words were addressed to| The Rev. James Davis ssid he had received 
Ba disciples, a little band of Galilean fishermen | a letter from Pastor F. Priggen, of Vienna, 
Zs. i and peasants who were gathered about the | apologizing for his absence. Having read the 
—«dP RTS Great Teacher. They had been attracted to | letter, Mr. Davis said he took that oppor- 
. | Him by His character, the tenderness of His | tunity to express the best thanks of the Al- 
te sympathy, and by the sublimity of His teach-| liance to the gentlemen of the press for the 

ing. How this little band of disciples must | very accurate report of the meetings. They 
C have been surprised, yet stimulated, by these | were under a deep obligation to the press. 
words of the Master! Was it true that illiterate OLD CATHOLIC AT BONN, 


CONFERENCE 
men should sustaifii such a relation to man-| The Chairman said, when their worthy 
kind? It was true, according to Christ’s plan, Secretary called upon him to fill the place 


“ete 
ie 


the work of their great mission. They must | cluded them, and so they went; and there he 
ie have Christ with them, and take Him with learned much which seemed to him of con- 
. them, and then their work would be “ne well. | ‘siderable importance, and which he woald 


long 


} 
a In accordance with the circular invitation issued throughout the world, the usual 
meetings in London at the West-end, Willis’s Rooms, King Street, St. James's, and 
gn the City, at the London Tavern, Bishopagate Street, will be held daily during the 
. week commencing Monday, January 3rd. The meetings at the Westend at eleven 
4 o'clock, and in the City at one o'clock, daily. Short addresses will be delivered at each 
meeting. Ministers of the Gospel and Christians generally are cordially invited to 
; be present, and to make these meetings known to congregations and friends. 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT BELFAST.* 
+; 4 THURSDAY, Ocronzr 21. The Rev. Mr. M‘Caw, the Rev. John White, 
ie DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES. the Rev. T. Y. Killen, and others, took part 
tee The proceedings of the day were commenced in the devotional services. 
Lid by devotional meeting, beld in the Music| A hymn having been sung, the benediction 
a Hall, May Street. There was = very large | was pronounced. 
ia attendance. The Rev. E. W. Hitchcock BUSINESS MEETING. 
! (Paris) presided. The Secretary announced that the Right 
| After praise and prayer, the Chairman read | Hon. William Brook (Dublin) had kindly con- 
> the 60th chapter of Isaiah, and « portion of | sented to take the chair, in the unavoidable 
DLS tLDew ‘Tor He absence of Sir Franc Outram. 
) ai fis Church was to be entrusted to them, | which he then occupied, he added an injunctior 
and true that they must take the Word of Life | that he (the Chairman) should say something 
: and preach it unto the world, and hold out to | to them of the Conference that lately took 
— others that additional light which they had | place at Bonn between the Old Catholics and 
1 1 received. They must take the standard of | the members of other Churches. He at first ‘ 
pil Christ and go forward. A grave responsi-| rather rebelled against that injunction, be- 
risk bility had been given to that little band. | cause, as Lord Bacon had said of a talking 
fig Christians had ‘inherited that responsibility. | judge, he “was not a tinkling cymbal.” 
bck They were assigned a high mission on the | He thought that a talking chairman was still 
ii earth, and according to their vitality would | worse. However, he had got his orders, and 
Tf the cause of Christ advance. How little | he obeyed them. In the month of August 
Ht} could they do themselves! Their strength | he went with his friend, Lord Plunket, to the 
Pat was in the Lord, and so it was important that | Conference at Bonn. They went simply as 
ea | they should go to the throne of grace and seek | visitors, and by no means to take any part in 
. God’s guidance, Let them, as they went | the proceedings. They considered the invita- 
down from the mount of privilege, remember | tion given by Dr. Dillinger to all Europe in- 
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great American revivalists, Messrs. Moody | England, and referred at some length to the 
end Sankey, to visit the town. He did not | work of Meners. Moody and Sankey there. 
mean to sey that every minister of the Evan- | The time of stagnation seemed to have now 


gelical denominations joined them ; rome did 


their dinner as rapidly as possible in order to 


agency of old men as well as young men 
was scarcely a lane or alley in the town 
& cottage meeting was not held, so 
poor might have an opportunity of 

the truth. The third sign of God's 
presence in their midst was the earnest inquiry 
after the way of salvation on the part of bun- 
dreds and thousands. As had been stated by 
Mr. Anderson, the inquiry meeting had been 
rather a peculiar feature of that movement— 
a feature that might be much abused if not 
under proper management; but after being 
thoroughly conversant with most of the inquiry 

held last winter, the abuses in connec- 
tion with those meetings were very few, and 


passed away. There was and move- 
ment everywhere. It could not be denied by 
any one who knew anything about conversion 
that many thousands of individual souls had 
been converted to God through the ministry 


‘| of Mr. Moody and his companion, Mr. Sankey. 


Their example hed also done an immense 


Holy Spirit could have 
enabled them to undertake the work, and it 
was given in an extraordinary measure to 
them. Another thing that had been of value 


Mr. J. C. Faithful (from Madrid) next 
spoke of the work of the Gospel going on 
in Spain, and said that country, notwith- 
stending its degradation— political, moral, 
and religious,—was not the Spain of « 
few centuries past. In po year till this 
hed their Christien prayer-meetings been so 
blessed, #0 numerous, tnd so marked with 
fervour and zeal. in Galicia, 2nd Corunna, 
and Madrid, and the surrounding districts, 


weeks, during a prolonged 
last moment of her life she was compelled to 
receive the wafer, in order that she might 
be registered in the hospital books as having 
died a Romanist, so that the Protestant Church 
could not claim her body. It would be thrown - 
into the dead hole, except they paid a small 


not, bat the great majority of the Evangelical | 
ministers gathered around them. He believed | i! 
that Independents, Presbyterians, Exisco- | | 
pelians, and Methodists held their own views a 
as firmly as ever, but he aleo believed there 
never was less sectarianism in Belfast than at | 
that moment. The second rign | deal of good, The courage and boldness that 
sence of the Lord in the midst | animated them to undertake such an enter | 
the universal desire to heer the prise as they had done hed been of great | 
It wee alweys @ gocd sign value in the whole Church of God. Nothing | 
gathered to hear the truth. / | 
surprice thore acquainted with 
ments as the present to | 
the young people asked ogee to the Church in England and elsewhere in 
one of the rooms end read God's that movement was that it hed been peculiarly 
pray together; how in some of their foun-| healing in its tone, thoroughly biblical and 
dries and shipbuilding yards the men took | catholic. 
devote a portion of the hour to the reading of 
God’s Word and the singing of Gorpe! hymns. 
As be had been informed by one who was in 
a position to know, in many a working man’s 
blue jacket the New Testament has won the 
place previously occupied by the peck of 
cards. The meetings which had been held 
were crowded by men and women, many of 
whom were never in the habit of attenamg 
_ any place of worship. This same desire to | the work of evangelization was steadily 
hear the Gospel still continued, and wherever | going on. Above all works in Spain they 
evangelistic services were announced through- | needed medical mics 
out the town there were crowds to hear. By | unity existing bet 
doctor had brought 
could not tell them 
member of one of the 
Madrid, was 
dead- house. 
sum for responses to be uttered by the priests 
for her soul. He entreated Christians in Eng- | 
the amount of good that sprang out of them | land to lay this matter to heart, and if there | 
simply amazing. It was not for them yet to were any medical men present he would be- | 
speak of the amount of fruit ; time was the seech them to ask God, “ Wouldst Thou have | 
best proof of that. This revival movement | me to go to Spain?” There were now many 
had indeed given new energy and power to openings for such men in Spain. He had ’ 
: the Charch of Christ in this town. had the, sympathy of Christian people in | 
The Rev. Canon Battersby spoke of the | évery place he had gone, by prayer and kindly 
® religious revival which had taken place in | feeling practically expressed, in the proposed 
| 
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Christ.” | of his view on the matter quoted an extract 
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localities referred to, and from mingling 
freely among the intelligent classes.” 
The Rev. Professor Porter, Moderator of 


(December 1, 1675. 


whom he saw around him, when he asked 
them to put forth every power and influence 
they could bring to bear upon the British 
Government to leai them —if possible, compel 
them—by moral suasion, by Christian love, by 
the sense of Caristian daty, to go to the libe- 
ration of these unfortanate Ansairyeh converts, 

The Rev. T. 7. Killen moved, “ That the 
Conference having heard the statements re- 


garding the persecution of Christian converts 


in Syria, earnestly urge the Council of the 
Alliance to persevere in their efforts for the 
release of the men now suffering, and to con- 
tinue their exertions until the provisions of 
the Hatti-Hamavoun have been fully carried 
out by the Turkish Government.” 


| The Mayor (Mr. T. G. Lindsay) seconded 


the resolution with great pleacure. With 


up more worthy of its serious consideration simply because of the informution which he 
than that now brought before them, and he received from officials when in Cva-tantiaople 


gross act of persecution was not recorded in ence in these matters, 

the annals of Christendom or Mohammedanism The resolution was then adopted, and the 
than that to which Mr. Wright had just re- proceedings were brought to a close by the 
ferred. Authorized by the Church to which pronouncement of the benediction. 

he (the Moderator) had the honour to belong, : EVENING MEETING. 

and in which he had the honour to hold a| At half-past seven o'clock a public meeting 


high position, he wrote recently a letter to 
Lord Derby upon this subject, giving him an 
outline of this case of the persecuted Ausair- 
yeh converts, and he stated it with all earnest- 
ness, It became the duty of the Evangelical 
Alliance to put forth whatever power and in- 
fluence it could exert to bring pressure to 
bear, if necessary, upon their own Govern- 


was held in May Street Presbyterian Charch. 
There was a very large attendance, the chair 
being takea by Heary Lee, Exq. 

A hyma having been sung, the Rev. Mr. 
Ashton (London) offered up prayer. 

The Chairman said the ‘historian of the 
future would have to record this as an age in 
which men united together for the accom- 


ment, so that those unfortunate men might plishment of every purpose on which they 
be liberated fram the chains in which they set their heart, They had unions for the 
had been so long held. It was a disgrace, he suppression of vice, unions for the increase 
maintained, to Christendom to permit men of wages, unions for political purposes, legal 
thus to be persecuted for the faith which they and illegal, unions for almost every conceiv- 
all held dear. It was especially a disgrace able object, and they had met that night in a 
for Eugland—aud he said it with all honesty union which he believed was one of the 
as an Englishman—it was a disgrace for Eag- greatest ever organized in this country. Most 
' land, that sent her soldiers to fight for Turkey, of those unions had their dark and bright 
that left some of the best and bravest of her sides, but the Evangelical Alliance had only 
dead upon the heights of the Crimea, that a bright side; it inflicts no injustice, it 
shed rivers of her blood for the purpose of arouses no antagonism, it demands no sacri- cot 
sustaining that old “sick man” ia his power, fice of principle, and it offends no law, haman 
now calmly to submit to have men persecuted or divine. This Evangelical Alliance has 
for Christianity —that Christianity which one aim—»neness in fellowship, spirit, and 
_ England surely was bound to support. He sympathy, It was impossible\to secure uni- 
>» trasved that he could appeal, not tothe feel-  formity of opinion. They may have differ- 
jugs merely, bat to the judgment of those | eat opinions on Charch government, different 


4 


Af 


from a letter written by the Mayor of Belfast 
(Mr. Thomas G. Lindsay) to Lord Derhy, in 
which Mr. Lindsay stated: “If [ may take 
; the liberty of expressing an opinion in relation 
to Turkish affairs—so far as Ragland is con- 
eorned—if Great Britain is to regain mach of 
the great influence she has lost during the 
last few years on the shores of the Bo«phorus, 
Smyrna, and other important Turkish centres 
of the East, the Foreign Office will speedily 
send, as Her Majesty's representative, 
gentleman of more force of character and 
tact than Sir Henry Elliot. I[ speak not 
from distant hearsay, but from what I myself 
saw and heard last spring when visiting the 
the General Assembly, believed there was not what had been said by Mr. Wright and Pro- 
a single subject which the Alliance could take fessor Porter he thorvughly concarred, not 
; believed if the Evangelical Alliance was to and Smyrna, bat from having come into con- 
retain that place in the hearts of the British tact with mercantile and commercial parties 
people which it had held hitherto, it would there. There was but one feeling, that their 
direct its attention to such sabjects as that Ambassador there had failed in his duty, and 
now under their notice. He believed a more that consequently they had lost their influ- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the tat that Christ is everywhere 
the same. It is the Christ in us 

that our Lord did not enjoin His 


why ew makes ua, as Christians, one. 
ples to be 
had 


3 


itself in co-operation for the 


volence. Men who question 
of Christians be anything 


know not what they say. 


HIRT! 


—by descent from one favoured ancestor, by love, and shows 
national separation, and, te some extent, by | endsof adivine bene 


geographical enclosure; for Christians are) whether the unity 


gathered from all nations, and ure as near to more than a name 
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etio| t speaking writing | 
3° ians at large the fact of 
assigned to me is one that almost every | their oneness of life, and to induce them to 
speaker touches on, and which impregnates | think, feel, speak, and act in harmony with ) 
the mind of such a Conference as this. But | that truth. The will of our Lord is expressed 
we are in the presence of so many separating in these solemn words: ‘ As thou, Father, ) 
and discordant influences, so many distrac- | art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
tions and disputes im Christian society, that | be one in us; that they may be one, even as 
and re-urge the obligation of Christian unity. | they may be made perfect in one,’—words, 
I speak mot at all to-night of the views held | these, that at once put aside all superficial de- 
by particular Churches or divines, bat do | vices uf man’s wisdom. Christians, having the | 
what is far more important— inquire into the | fellowship of the Spirit, are in the Son and in | 
revealed will of our Lord Jesus Christ. Hej} the Father. Their safety rests on the one- . 
ness of the Father and the Son. On the same 
prayed the Father that they might be one. fact rests their oneness in faith and life. Nay, 
In what respect one? Not as [sracl was one like that highest oneness, it is of spirit and of 
| 
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followers of Christ are to impress and convert 
the world by forming one vast visible organ- 
ization, with an earthly seat of authority, an 
unbroken front, and a uniform ritual—a 
theory which leads straight into the Church 
of Rome. The only thorough antidote to the 
fascination which the Roman unity has for 
many minds lies in a perception of the false- 
ness of its theory through a deeper study of 
divine revelation on the great doctrine of 
oneness of life and of work, as distinguished 
from the oneness of outward form in which 
men are kept under threats of malediction 
and eternal perdition if they presume to sepa 
rate. The ionari 
disciples into churches of the saints, delivered 
to them the Gospel, baptized, and observed the 
Lerd’s Supper, and left them with such means 
of Church government and discipline as could 
be found among themselves. They charged 


the Christians not -to form parties, or break | i 


into factions. But the peace of the visible 
Church was to be kept by the Christians in 
each country or city faithfully acting on the 
principle of spiritual unity, and working to- 
wards that perfect ideal. We really know 
nothing else at this day. In course of ages 
historical events and controversies have made 
-ruptares in the visible Church, as in all out- 
ward organizations of men. I do not attempt 
to diseass any of these breaches, so as to con- 
or jastify ; only, blessed are the peace- 

rs. Bat we must all d the medley 
and\ confusion which Christian society pre- 
sents ; and really the only way to cure it an 
to destroy ecclesiastical hauteur and sectarian 


apostolic missionaries gathered | i 


life of the individual Christian cannot be com- 
pletely manifested, and it is no wonder if the 
same be true of the collective life of the 
Church. The expression of Christian unity, 
as required by Christ and His apostles, is 


men who dare to think and dare to live ander 
different forms of Charch administration. And 
most impressive is the consensus of Churches 
which have liberty of investigation and judg- 
ment, and yet no serious difference in the 
Christian faith. And we have this consensus. 
We are not here merely to assert the rights 
of human thought or the liberty of religious 
inquiry; we stand together on old and ac- 
knowledged foundations of truth. Tae main 
lines of our theology are ascertained anil set- . 
tled, By some doctrine is more clearly put 
than by others, more adequately expressed, 
more logically connected, more thorvazhly 
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There is no sort of oneness among the chil- | jealousy and conceit, is to impregnate Chris- 
dren of men so thoroughly real, so deeply and tians with the conviction and consciousness 
permanently rooted, as this. But now comes | that they are one in the Lord, and press it 
the question of its manifestation ; for the Lord upon them to bring their external and visible 
desired that the unity of His followers should | relations to one another more into harmony 
exert a certain persuasive power upon the | with that internal unity which exists, not by | 
world. When He was on the earth He showed human negotiation or arrangement, but through 3 
His oneness with the Father by doing the | the prayer of the Son to the Father in hea- 
works of His Father, so as to convince men | ven, and by the opgration of the Holy Ghost 
that the Father had sent Hini His disciples upon earth. Let us lay the stress on the in- 
were to continue the same mode of manifest- ternal and spiritual, and, in whatever improved 
ation. The world had not believed, but these | external arrangement or combination may be 
men had beliewed, that the Father sent the | possible, seek to express more perfectly what 
Son. They were to continue the proof or de- | already exists; though we must acknowledge 
monstration, acting in the man, doing the | —to pat it in the wonds of Professor Dorner, 
works and showing the love of the Son, as | of Berlin—that, ‘after all, we Evangelicals can 
He had acted in the man, done the works, | never work out a complete outward manifest- 
and shown the love of the Father. So they | ation of the unity of the Church, for what is , 
would show their oneness in Christ, and con- | best in the unity must remain invisible.’ 
vince men that the Father sent the Son to be | What though it be so? What is best in the 
| the Saviour of the world. If this be the 
Lord’s meaning, we are taken quite off that | 
ecclesiastical theory which assumes that the | 
| | 
| | portant with a view to the maintenance of 
| /sound doctrine. Those who argue for one 
| organization, provided, as it has been dis- 
| covered rather late in the day, with an infal- 
| lible prophet as well as high priest on earth, 
| /make much of the unity of belief therein pre- 
| served and guarded. But what is the valae 
' of the unanimity of even so many men who 
i begin by denuding themselves of all right to 
i think any other wise than they are bidden? 
| Why should any be persuaded by the conclu- 
| 4 | sions of even so many minds that dare not 
| vestigate what is transmitted to them from 
| head-quarters, and renounce private judgment? 
: In point of fact, the modern world is not the 
| least persuaded of religious truth by the Ro- 
= _man Catholic unity of teaching; rather it is 
| 4 | prejudiced against religion, and provoked into , 
tat scredulity. Unspeakably more impressive is 
| 


15 


4 


Christ. Grace be with all 
Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 


our 


. B. D. Wilson( London) felt he would 
be unfaithful to his own convictions if he 


went away without uttering what had arisen | 


in his own mind since he came to Belfast. 
commenced on Tuesday night, 
had wonderfully warmed to their work, 
and their deepest couvictions had found laryer 


parent to them all that what they should now 
do was to close their ranks and present an un- 
broken front to all that menaces the weal of 
the Redeemer in all lands? Lately they had 
amongst them in Belfast a meeting of a very 
_ different character, at which they had ‘the 
_ utterances of what might be called unscientific 


?. 


Christ in His Church the true bond of union 
among its members.” He said : In the present 
day there was a general desire for union among 
Christians, Some would say that they should 
go to the Pope, but he need not dwell on that. 
The Alliance had based their union according 
to the Word of God. It was after what that 
precious Word said that they were to be 
guided. He held that the Headship of Christ 
was the true bond of anion. This was the 
basis of union, not only between man and 
man, but between man and all creation. He 

the headship of dominion or go- 
vernorship as distinct from that of union. 
As the Head of the Church, Christ was inti- 
mate with every member of it, no matter how 
obscure that member might be. Thus, when 
they were one in Christ, they were one with 
each other; and what a precious bond of 
union that was! He believed that Christ hai 
appointed the Lord’s Supper as a visible and 
outward mark of union between Christians. 
There were many points on which they might 
agree to differ. They could not expect per- 
fect union of opinion. Let thei abstain from 
harsh, rash judgments upon those who do not 
exactly think as they do on small matters; 


ap- | let them recognize all who have any of the 


mind of Christ as one with them in Christ. 
There should be closer union one with an- 
other. He hoped that in this towa of Bal- 
fast there might be from this date forward 
a more close and intimate union of brethren 
in Christ, working one with another in the 
cause of the Master. 


\ 
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extricated from the alloy of error. But we| science. However, they might all rest satis” : 
bave our Churches of the saints, holding the fied that if ever the necessity arose, the story | 
faith which was delivered, not to any clergy, | of the old covenant and the sturdy heroiem 
: but to the saints even for of the Puritan fathers would be repeated over 
things more surely believed again. But it was better to be drawn together | 
| display to the world the one by the sweet constraint of a common Chris- | 
; testimony ‘that Jesus is the ME | tian love than compelled to unity by the +t 
preseure of a strong necessity. If it was the 
offepring of Christian love, it would endure ; 
but if it was simply brought about by the | 
pressure of a great external necessity, as soon 
as that necessity was removed a 
fall away, and they would be a 
more into all the individualities and pe 7 
“isms” in which they find themse 
bringing out everywhere one and the this moment. He 
This witness the warm glow of | 
witnesses EE Christ not er, | Christian courtesy so invariably ex 
ever remain one of the sweetest memories of 
CE soul, and their agreement | his life. | 
world The Rev. Canon Battersby (Keswick) next | 
Father | addressed the meeting on “the Headship of } 
eld, but 
saved.’ | 
doctrine 
worship 
cour- 
as, Oh, * happy bond of 
Christ, to which we are 
the peace of life, intelli- 
* Peace be to the breth- | 
ith from God our Father 
articulation as they He had 
been thinking, as he to the speeches 
that had been delivered, that if there had 
been no such society as the Evangelical Alli- 
ance at the present moment, it would some- 
how have been called into existence to meet 
a very urgent want amongst the Evangelical 
Churches all over Europe. Was it not | 


~ 
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Belfast; Rev. Thomas Curme, 
Sandford; G. H. Davia, Eaq., tup., London; 
Rev. L. H. Deacon, Belfast; the Baron De 
Ferrieres, Cheltenham; T. J. Dunn, Eq, 
Melrose, 3.8.; Rev. J. Oswald Dykes, 
"wudon; Major-General Eardley - Wilmot, 
Loadon; W. R. Ellie, Exqg., London; Rev. 
4. B. Figgis, Brighton; Charles Finlay, E<., 
Belfast; R. N. Fowler, E-q., London; Douglas 
Fox, Esq., Brighton; ©. D. Fox, Eag., London; 
Rev. Carr J. Glyn, w.a., Wimborne, Dorset; 
John Gordon, Esq. Aberdeen; Lockhart Gor- 
don, Esq, Lee, an; T. H. Graham, E<,, 
_ Carlisle; Samael Garney, Esq.. London; Rev. 
Robert Hannay, p.p, Belfast ; Samuel Han- 
son, Esq. London; Sir Heary Havelock, 
Bart, London; Richard Haworth, Esq., | 
Manchester; Juha Hoyes, Esq., Edinburgh; 
James Ireland, Esq., Brighton; Rev. Dr. Job- 
son, London; Col, the Hon. Strange Jocelyn, 
London; Robert Johnston, Esq., London; 
Rev. Robert Johnston, London; Jabez Joho- 
son, Esq., Manchester; Rev. George Jones, 
Tanbridge Wells; Rev. Dr. Kirkpatrick, 
Dablin; Henry Lee, Exq., Manchester; Cap- 
tain Liebenrood, Lee, Sir Francis 
Lycett, Loudon; William McArthur, Esq., 
London; A. McArthur, Esq., Lon- 
don; R. A. Macfie, Esq., Elinburgh; Rev. J 

W. McKay, Belfast; W. E. Malcolm, 
Langholm, Rev. John Manners, Lon- 
don ; Rev. C. D. Marston, London; D mald 


Matheson, E4q.,-London; Rev. .J. Murray 
Mitchell, p.p., Edinbargh ; Captain the Hon. 
R. Moreton, as. London; Richard Mul- 
lings, Esq., Cirencester; John Napier, Esq., 
Manchester; Rev. Thomas Nolan, p.p., Loa- 
don; Sir Francis B. Outram, Bart, Edio- 


-bargh; Rev. William Park, Belfast; Hon. | 


Thomas Pelham, London; Lord Polwarth, 
Edinburgh; Rev. J. L. Porter, p.p., LeD., 
Belfast; Lord Radstock, East Sheen; Rev. 
Dr. Rigg, London; Rev. J. S. Russell, ua, 
London; John Rylanda, Esq., Manchester; Sir 
Titus Salt, Bart., Halifax; Thomas Sercombe. 
Esq., Sydenham, Rev. H. E. Shawe, 
London; Rev. 8S. Shoobridge, London; John 
Holt Skinner, Esq., Blackheath; Professor 
Smyth, up., Londonderry; James Spicer, 
Eaq., London; H. H. Stewart, Esq., Dab- 
lin; Rev. W. Tyler, London; Robert Walters, 
Esq., Newcastle-on-Tyne; William Ward, 
Esq., Aylesbury; W. H. Warton, Esq., Syd- 
enham, s.2.; J. Kemp Welch, Esq., Claphani; 
Rev. G. W. Weldon, ua, Lonion; G. F. 
White, Esq., London. 

Mr. Henry Lee (Manchester) then moved 
the following resolution; Resolved, That the 

/ | 
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warmest thanks of the Conference be pre- 
sented to the Christian friends resident in 
Belfast for the excellent arrangements which 
they have made for the holding of the 
meetings of this Conference, and for the 
entertainment of the visitors attending it. 
They desire to record their obligations to the 
local secretaries of the Conference, the Rev. 
LH. the Rev. J. W. M'Kay, and 
the Rev. William for their as<iduity 
and Christian coa throughout the pro- 
ceelings. The visitors offer their most cor- 
dial thanks to the Christian friends, resident 
in Belfast and its neighbourhood, who have 
opened their houses for the reception of visi- 
tora, and for their kind hospitality so gene- 
rously affordel them. They earnestly pray 
that Christians in Belfast may reap a rich 
reward in the blessings which social inter- 
course and fraternal associations are, by divine 
blessing, so likely to bestow. The Confer- 
ence desire also to exoress their deep sense 
of obligation to those Christian brethren who, 
in various ways, have rendered important 
services to the Evangelical Alliance on the 
present occasion.” 

Dr. Cohen Stuart seconded the resolution, 
which was passed, the visitors meanwhile 
further honouring it by standing up. 

The Mayor (Mr. T. G. Lindsay) returned 
thanks on behalf of the people of Belfast. 
He was sure the vote of thanks would be 
accepted in the spirit in which it bad been 
proposed, seconded, and passed. He believed 
the Conference had been a very happy one. 
A very large amount of brotherly kindness 
and affection had been exhibited, and there. 
had been neither jarring nor “ rowlyism.” 
Oa the last occasion on which the Alliance 
visited Belfast Dr. Cooke gave them the 


use of his charch in which to hold 


their meetings, and he was glad indeed 
to find the same spirit again existing. It 
pleased him much to see the large amount 
of brotherly love and kindness which pre- 
vailed amungst their ministerial brethren. 


They were now endeavouring to see the vast* - 


and important matters in which they agreed, 
instead of finding out and exaggerating the 
little things in which they differed. Refer- 
ence had been made to infidelity aud super- 
stition. ~ Well, he did not much wonder that, 
on account of the conduct of the Church at 
large, infidelity had developed itself amongst 
them. In his opinion, the only way in which 
they could lessen and destroy it was to have 
thorough harmony in the Christian Churches. 
They trusted to have another meeting of the 


| 
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especially to name the three ladies 
pleasingly and successfully dis- 
duties of lady secretaries— Mrs. 
Knox, Mrs. Deacon, and Mrs. James Lindsay. 
He thought their thanks were also due to the 


The Rev. I. H. Deacon seconded Mr. Park's 


__- proposition, which was put in the form of a- 


_resolution, and cordially adopted. 
The Rev. Shaw replied on behalf of 
the hosts who had had the honour and the 


privilege of entertaining visitors to the Con- 


Lord Waveney then said : “ Mr. Chairman, 
ladies, and gentlemen,—The time that will be 
occupied by the few words I have to say in 
moving this resolution will be so well within 
the time defined for us that I think I may be 
permitted to make a remark or two before 
moving it. It is desirable that at the termi- 
nation of such a meeting as the present each 
of us should contribute his modicum of ex- 
perience with regard to the course of business 
as it has proceeded during the last two days. 
As being the first who was honoured with a 


position of authority for the moment amongst | 


you, I cannot leave this opportunity unim- 
‘proved of stating how admirable, it appears 


. to me, the spirit of the meeting has been. It 


is a great ‘deal for one standing here to say, 


\ 


better authority than my own for what I say. 
There is a great theologian of our Episcopal 
Church in England well known for the saga- 
city of his remarka; and for the labour with 
which in the wide field of ancient and mo- 
dern experience he collected his sentiments. 
So great was the reputation of this distin- 
guished theologian, that all who are ac 
quainted with his works—and I presume all 
interested in theological discussion must be— 
will agree with me that he was well named 
the ‘judicious Hooker.’ In the commence- 
ment of his work—in one of the first books 
on Church government—this position is laid 
down as of general acceptance: noticing the 


the Churches as they re- 
spectively arose, he said it appeared almost 
as if charity were in the inverse ratio 


revulsion. I here for once that the 
saying of this great man is not icable, 
at least in Belfast. I observe that what has 


this 

absolutely and perfectly true. 

Therefore it is, I say, that whereas the great 
Hooker derived this opinion from i 
experience, I may congratulate the Evange- 


lical Alliance on proving that, at all events, 


general assertions are pvt upiversally appli- 
cable, for when the report of these pro- 
ceedings goes abroad to the world I think it 


. And now the resolation which I 
have to propose is one of a formal nature, 
which I commend most heartily to your 
notice——‘ That, considering this a favourable 
opportunity for reorganizing a permanent com- 
mittee of the Evangelical Alliance in Belfast, 
the Reception Committee be requested to de- 
vote their earnest attention to this subject, 
with a view to its immediate formation; and 
that the present chairman, treasurers, and 
secretaries be requested to retain their offices 
in the new committee.’ ” 

Sir Thomas M‘Clure had great pleasure in 


seconding the resolution, which he was con- 
fident Belfast would cordially accept, adopt, . 


~ 


| 
(December 1, 
Alliance in Belfast in the course of the next | as pronouncing an opinion on those who are | 
five or six years, and its members would find | equally competent with myself to decide 
that they would then receive a still more | what those may be, but I have a 
hearty and cordial welcome than now. The 
weather, unfortunately, bad been very incle- 
ment, but over that, as they all knew, the 
managing committee had had no control. If 
they bad bad any power at all in the matter, 
the skies would have been as sunny ont | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | to distance; that is to say, that amongst the 
| Churches, those who had separated from 
| | suggested that their best thanks | others and still were brought, in doctrinal 
matters, more closely with us, had a greater 
| | 
| 
| been already stated with so much force, 
and what cannot be too often repeated— 
T | that the common bond of union between 
press of Belfast for the ample and admirable | 
| reports which had been published of the pro- 
Pit ceedings of the Conference. 
i | 
See those Christians, how they love one 
Bt | 


The Rev. Mr. Ashton (London) moved, “That 
this meeting, while rejoicing in the interest 
taken by the Christian Churches of the United 
Kingdom and of America in the evangeliza- 


the time has come when this whole branch of 


proved. 
- The following persons were unanimously 


both with a view to its more thorough com- 
prehension and in order that it may receive a 
much larger amount of sympathy and help ; 
and would therefore recommend that steps be 
taken towards the holding of a General Con- 
ference on Continental Missions.” 


invited, and of whom he was one. 

The Rev. Donald Fraser then pronounced 
the henediction.—Thus terminated the pro- 
ceedings of the Twenty-seventh Annual Con- 
ference of the Evangelical Alliance, which, in 
point of harmony of feeling, interest of sub- 
jecta, and attendance of brethren from dif- 
ferent lands, equals, if not surpasses, in im- 


portance any similar Conference of the Alli- 
ance held in the United Kingdom. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


A meeting of Council was held on Friday, 
November 12; the Right Hon. Lord Waveney 
in the chair. After reading the Scriptures, 
prayer was offered by Mr. finch. The 
minutes of last meeting were read and ap- 


admitted to membership :— 
The Right Hon. Lord Waveney. 
O. Baron van Wassener van Catwyck. 
The Rev. William T. Campbell. 
The Rev. W. Johnston. 


ADDRESS TO THE. PRINCE OF WALES. 


The reported that an address had 
been and presented to the Prince of 
Wales on the occasion of his intended visit to 
India, and which had been graciously ac- 
knowledged. [The address and reply ap- 
last month’s Hvangelical Christen- 

NEW COUNCIL. 


The also presented the names of 


Vice-Presidents and Council appointed at the 
Conference held in Belfast last month. After 


members present as to 
Cf 


a 


suitable day and hour for holding the monthly 
meetings, it was resolved that the second 
Wednesday in each month, at twelve o'clock, 
be appointed for the meetings of this Conncil. 
It was moved by Lord Waveney, seconded by 
John Finch, Esq, and resolved, “ That Lord 
Alfred 8. Churchill be invited to fill the office 
of President of the Council of the Evangelical 
Alliance fof-the year now ensuing.” It was 
moved by H. J. Atkinson, Esq., seconded by 
Rev. John Manners, and resolved, “ That John 


appointed Secretary.” 
J. Atkinson, Esq., seconded by the Rev. 
Manners, and resolved, “ That the following 
gentlemen be a Finance Committee for the 


| 
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Colonel Young next gave an interesting The Rev. Mr. Aston (Hamburg) seconded 
account of the progress of Christianity and of | the resolution. | 
Gospel truth in India The Rev. J, 8. MacIntosh said the object 
Mr, Charles Finlay, 3.7., drew attention | of the resolution was this: There were a num- 
the subjects suggested | ber of societies in connection with their various 
and Continuous Concert of | Churches deeply interested in and operating . 
was to be had in the hall, | upon the Continent. There was needed for 
present to take copies of it | their continental work an unlimited supply 
a: adopt the concert of prarer as of men and an unlimited supply of money. 
laid down. How appropriate it was | Unfortunately, they could not get either the 
that the subject of that day, being Friday, | men or the money in an unlimited degree. 
was “the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on | Both were too limited. It was, therefore, 
all mankind!” Mr. Finlay, in a very earnest | thought that by a conference with one another, 
address, entreated them all to work together | and a careful consideration of the field and 
in bonds of union, as it was thus that they | their respective departments of work, they 
could expect the breathing of the Holy | might be able to husband their men and make 
‘Spirit. | their resources go further. 
' The resolution was passed. 
| opportunity of returning thanks for the hoe- 
pitality extended to those who had not been ) 
tion of Europe, and in the amount of support | 
which they have given to it, is of opinion that | 
Christian effort requires careful consideration, 
Finch, Esq., be requested to continue Trea- 
surer of the British Organization of this 
a Alliance.”. It was moved by the Secretary, 
seconded by William Ward, Esq.,and resolved, 
“ That the Rev. Dr. Blackwood, the Rev. Dr. , 
Steane, the Rev. Dr. Fraser, and the Rev. 
William Arthur, ua, be re-appointed Hon. ; 
Secretaries.” It was moved by John Finch, ) 
Eaq., seconded by Lockhart Gordon, Esq. and | 
resolved, “That the Rev, James Davis be re- | 
| 
| 
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Hanson, with Treasurer and Secretary.” 
BELFAST CONFEREDRCE. 


ings at the recent Conference held in 
, and stated that very gratifying com- 
munications had been received as to the suc- 


many different countries had taken part. 
TURKEY. 

The following resolutions, passed at the sit- 
ting of Conference, Thursday, October 21, 
were read and considered : “That the Con- 
ference having heard the statements regarding 
the ion of Christian converts in Syria, 


im their efforte for the release of the | 
men now suffering, and to continae their exer- 
of the Hatti-Hu- 


3 


subject having been referred to, it was 
unanimously_resolved “That the Council 


Council desire to express 


ve 
Christians; whereas on tha | 
1874, bis Excellency had written to 
: ‘Ever since the time 


recognived commanity, they have complained | 
of not being treated on an equality with the 
other Christian denominations.’ Inthe same 
despatch Sir Henry Elliot grounds an opinion | 
favourable to the Turkish Government on the 
fact that it hed been only possible to 

bring forward these isolated instances of the 
ill-treatment of convertse—a statement which | 


dated August 16, 1874, 

‘ There have 
of late been 


“EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
Lockhart Gordon, Robert Johnston, Samuel 


The Secretary presented a report of the the Mutesarrif of Tripoli and his subordinate, 


cess of that assembly, in which Christians from | dated April 26, in which 


earnestly urge the Council of the Alliance to | 


‘that redress which the 
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the Chargé d’Affaires (September 19, 1673): 


the Kaimskary of Lattakie, towards the Chrie- 


bassedor writes: ‘It can 


showing the discontent and disaffection 
have long existed among lurge portions of the 
Christian population of Turkey. The Council 
are also of opinion that, efter the official re- 


presentations made to Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment as to the ‘bona fides’ of the alleged eases 


ledgment, in his despatch of July 9, 
1874, that it was ‘imporsi ble to avoid coming to 


graceful tampering with truth on the part of 
‘the Turkish Government, and calling for an in- 
-dignant protest from Her Majesty’s representa- 
tive as well as « demand for its im- 
mediate fulfilment. The Council, on « review 


tions of Her Majesty's Government 
the Council in Seeing that the 
Anssiry eh converts continue in the same 


, rent, fanatical, and overbearing conduct of 
tread with astonishment the despatch, 
the British Am- 
affirmed with 
| confidence that nothing of the nature of « 
| persecution of Christians is going on.” This 
| § favourable view of the policy of Turkey ap- 
pears to the Council to be at variance with 
| the correspondence laid before Parliament, 
and to be contradicted by events to which 
public attention bas so recently been called, 
| mayoun have been fully carried out by the 
Turkish Government.” 
| treatment to which the Ansairyeh Christians 
) having hed their attention cslled to the were subjected ‘ with the object of mating them 
official despatches and correspondence on the adjwre their religion,’ and Sir Henry 
subject of the alleged cases of rebhgious per- 
| both Houses of Parliament by command of the 
mt publix-hed therein fully substantiate in all adopted the Christian faith, it is to EE 
Pe their painful details the instances of perse- | gretted that the release of these po 
Hn cation complained of, and call for renewed Christians was not demanded with a 
Hib efforts to obtain the release of the Christian | likely to produce the desired 
converts still enduring grievous wrongs in ing to the despatch of Mr. 
thet The 
| their regret that Sir Henry Elliot, in his des- | 4 
ri patch of the 3rd of February last, should have | 
| thought it right to state thet ‘no complaint of | 
rele 
4 ‘homes,’ the Cc 
violation of th 
compiained of i 
PW Protestants of this country were accepted as a March 3, 1874, 
i 
the printed correspondence 
a obliged to arrive at the conclusion that the 
nig cases of severe persecution which still call for 
Site the Council find it difficult to reconcile with _thei id, have not received 
a) the British Ambeseador’s own — i 
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family violently dragged from their | others were, and they are afraid also, we sup- 


The following letter, dated Lattakia, Octo Alliance may yet be crowned with success. 
ber 26, 1875, wes then read:— “I am, Sir, yours eee 
“My dear Sir,—It gives us beart to read ames Magrrs. 
the analysis of the diplomatic * Rev. James Davis. Ses 
at the same 
im this moath's Evangelical Christendom. The following resolation, passed 


the 
the persecuted persons has been ject was defexred to another meeting of this 
equinst of A resolution passed on this subject was read, 


ff 
a 


home at manv 
to ts stifl im exile and | concerning the schools We do not anticipate 
destitution, the Council resolve to lay the any falling off in the girls’ schoola. There bas 
cones again before the Earl of Derby, and to| been mo decrease hitherto in them It is 
respectfully urge upon hie lordship the im- known to you, perhaps, that the sumber of 
portance of sending further instructions to| our female conver is about equal to the 
Her Majesty's representative atConstantinople, | number of male converts; which affonis 
with a view of obtaining the release of these | reply to those who say males profess Chrie 
percouted Christians, and more vigorous | tisnity to escape conscription That will not 
sed effectual maintenance of religious liberty | sccount for profession made by females. We | 
that the efforts of the Evangelical 
| 
| 
“ The labours of the on 
behalf of the persecuted Christians in Turkey | “ That, considering the great importance of | 
have been so energetic and #0 persevering as | the proporal to hol » Conference in Rome of | 
to deserve the simiration of the whole | selected delegates from the European and Ame- 
Christian world, which I doubt not they will | rican Branches of the Evangelical Alliance, | 
command. In spite of very influential op- | the subject be remitted to the Council of the 
position and the false evidence of some whose Alliance to take euch steps im the matter as 7 
position was, no doubt, considered by many they may think right after coneulting with 
a guarantee for the value of their testimony, the representatives of the Alliance in various : 
the whole case as originally presented by the countries and in Rome.” 
Alliance on behalf of the persecuted men A letter dated November 9, received from 
hes been ptoved to the utmost particular. |R. A. Mache, E~j, member of this Council 
London journals were among the chief. “ That the members of the Conference have c 
“| am sensible, Sir, that we, a also all who hearl with great satisfaction of the work of 
have taken a special interest in the case, are awakening and revival with which God bas 
very deeply indebted to yourself in this mat- heen bicesing many places in these and other 
ter ; and while we so highly appreciate your kingdome They record their special thanks 
; sustained efforts, we are struck with the cles-- to 4} . Jaty God for the biewing He has so 
ness and fulness with which the whole case abundantly vouchmafed the united meetings | 
has been appecheuded and presented by you, | for prayer among Christians, avd waite. Sues | 
and the manner in which every objection bas gelistic meetings for the conversion of sinners, ) 
been met. and also for the large mcesare of brotherly 
continnes, we suppose, in | love and co-operation smong the 
Adrianople, and Selim Khalsefz, and Asad members of the different Evangelical Churches . 
Kanon, Beyrout, all of them miserably cir-| which bes been, evokes They venture to 
cametanced themecives, while their families recommend to the members of the Alliance te i 
bat for which they | qulictic in their veriom 
might have perished from want. labour ; and they unite in imploring « still + 
“ Besides this, our mission schools at Be richer outpouring of the Spirit upon this and | 
hamrs (the district in which the persecutions all lands, and in beseeching the Hearer of | 
' oceurred), in which there were formerly nearly Prayer to acknowledge more and more richly i 
fifty boys; are almost vacant. Parents fear to all scriptural efforts now being made to bring | 
send their boys, lest they should be seized as sinners to the Saviour. | 
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